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     Commissioner of Veterans Services Paul Galanti 
Paul Galanti graduated from Valley Forge Military Academy in 1957 and the U. S. Naval 
Academy in 1962. He entered Navy jet flight training at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, 
Florida. In November 1964, he joined Navy Light Jet Attack Squadron 216 (VA-216) based 
aboard the carrier USS Hancock, which departed for Southeast Asia in November 1965. 
Galanti flew 97 combat missions in his A-4 Skyhawk before being shot down and captured on 
June 17, 1966. He remained a prisoner of war of the North Vietnamese for nearly seven years 
and was released on February 12, 1973.  He was medically retired from the Navy in 1983. 

He was inducted into the Virginia Aviation Hall of Fame in November 2005. A replica of his A-4C from VA-216 is on 
display at the Virginia Aviation Museum in Richmond. 
He was recently appointed by Governor Bob McDonnell as the Commissioner of Veterans Services for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia. 
He is married to the former Phyllis Eason. They have two grown sons. 

  
 

  

In last month’s Newsletter, Delegate Glenn Oder was announced as our event guest speaker at Patriots Colony, 
September 22nd.  VIPMOAA is pleased to learn of his recent appointment as Executive Director of the Fort 
Monroe Authority.  We think he is a good fit for the position and wish him well.  It left us without a speaker, 
however; for he has advised that he must presently spend as much time as possible to familiarize himself with 
his new duties.  Fortunately, we have found a super speaker for the September luncheon.  See the brief bio 
below:                                       Frank Duckett, Major, USAF (Ret), President.  757-253-1824; fduckett@cox.net.  


